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Abstract— The information containment in the World Wide Web has increased incredibly. With the high growth rate of increase of 

information, retrieving the relevant data has become cumbersome. To get rid of the complexity of information access the search engines 

are use which apply different strategy to collect filter and drag the required information. This paper describes the different page ranking 

algorithms and their empirical analysis by simulating them.These algorithims are PageRank, Weighted PageRank, and PRLV.The 

algorithms are compared on the basis of relevance values and number of relevant pages in resultant page set for different queries. 

Index Terms— web structure, page ranking, web graph, hyperlink structure, weighted page ranking, PRLV, web searching.   

——————————      —————————— 

1 INTRODUCTION                                                                     

HE WWW is a collection of web pages which contain the 
data or information.  One can move to another page from 
a page using hyperlink this way a complete structure is 

being made by the web pages and hyperlinks known as hyper-
linked structure of web pages. It is a directed graph where 
web pages are nodes and hyperlinks are directed edges con-
necting pages. Search engines uses this structure to calculate 
the importance & relevance of pages with respect to user 
query and provide the user the web pages in sorted order of 
importance as page ranks. There are different strategies and 
methods based on different factors used to calculate the page 
rank. 

2 WEB PAGE RANKING ALGORITHMS 

Many Search Engines has developed the web page ranking 
strategy, taking into account the relevancy, importance and 
content scores to mine the data and organize them as per the 
user interest. A number of favoured web page ranking algo-
rithms are mentioned within the following section. 

 
2.1 PageRank Algorithm 

S. Brin and Larry Page [1] developed a ranking formula util-
ized by Google, named Page Rank after Larry Page that uses 
the link structure of the World Wide Web to check the impor-
tance of pages of sites. This formula states that if a page has 
some very important incoming links there to then its outgoing 
links to various pages in addition becomes very important.  

Therefore, it takes back links into thought and propagates the 
ranking through links. Thus, a page incorporates a high rank if 
the addition of the ranks of its back links is high. The formula 
is shown in eq. (1) 
 

𝑃𝑅 𝑢 =  1 − 𝑑 + 𝑑  
𝑃𝑅  𝑣 

𝑁𝑣
𝑣 ∈ 𝐵 𝑢 

             (1) 

Where u represents an internet web page, B(u) is that the set of 
pages that spot to u. PR(u) and PR(v) are the rank scores of 
page u and v, correspondingly. Nv denotes the quantity of 
outgoing links of page v. Where d is a dampening factor that 
is generally set to 0.85 , d may  be thought of as the probability 
of users’ following the links and could regard (1 − d) as the 
page rank allocation from non-directly linked pages. In Page 
Rank, the rank score of a page, p, is equally divided among its 
outgoing links. The values appointed to the outgoing links of 
page p are in tern used to successively calculate the ranks of 
the pages to that page p are pointing.  

2.2 Weighted Page Rank Algorithm 

Wenpu Xing and Ali Ghorbani [2] suggested an expansion 
to standard web Page Rank called Weighted Page Rank 
(WPR).This formula allocates larger rank prices 
to additional very important pages rather than distributing the 
rank value of an internet page equally among its out-
going connected websites. Each out-link web page gets a 
worth in line with its quality. The recognition of an web page 
is computed from the amount of in-links and out-links as Win 
(v,u) and Wout (v,u), consequently. Win (v,u) (as in eq. (2)) is 
that the weight of web link(v, u) computed on the premise of 
the count of in-links of website u and also the count of in-links 
of all reference web pages of web page v.  

W(v,u)
in =  

Iu

 Ip
p∈R(v)

                       (2) 

Iu and Ip represents the count of in-links of web page u and 

web page p, correspondingly. Wherever R(v) provides the 

reference web page list of web page v and Wout (v,u) (as in eq. 

(3)) represents the weight of link(v, u) computed based on the 

count of out-links of page u and the count of out-links of all 

T 
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reference web pages of page v. 

W(v,u)
out =  

Ou

 Op
p∈R(v)

                                             (3) 

Where Ou and Op provides the count of out-links of web 
page u and web page p, consequently. Considering the impor-
tance of web pages, the particular Page Rank formula eq. (1) 
is changed as given in eq. (4). 

PR u =  1 − d +  d  PR(v)W(v,u)
in

v∈B(u)

W(v,u)
out       (4) 

The resultant order of pages availed by Page Rank and WPR is 
different. To compare the WPR with actual Page Rank, the 
authors categorized the resultant pages of a query into four 
groups based on their relevancy to the given query: 
1. Very Relevant pages (VR) 
2. Relevant pages (R)  
3. Weak-Relevant pages (WR)  
4. Irrelevant pages (IR) 

 
Figure 1: A Web Access Graph 

 
Relevancy Rule: The relevancy of a page relies on its category 
and its position in the page-list. The higher the relevancy 
value is, the better is the result. The relevancy κ of a page-list 
is a function of its category and position as in eq. (5): 

κ =   n − i  ×  Wi       

i∈R(p)

       (5) 

where i represents the ith web page in the end result web 
page-list R(p) and n represents the first n web pages selected 
from the end result web page list and Wi gives  the weight of 
page i.  
 
2.3 Page Ranking based on Links Visits (PRLV) 
PRLV (Page Ranking based on Link Visits) [3] based on Web 
Structure Mining and Usage Mining is taking the user visits of 
pages/links to determine the importance and relevance score  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: A Simplified Web Access Graph 
 
of the web pages. To accomplish the task many subtasks are to 
be performed as: 

1. Storage of user’s access information (hits) on an out-
going link of a page in related server log files. 

2. Fetching of pages and their access information by the 
targeted web crawler. 

3. For each page link, computation of weights based on 
the probabilities of their being visited by the users. 

4. Final rank computation of pages based on the weights 
of their incoming links. 

5. Retrieval of ranked pages corresponding to user que-
ries. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: A Partial Simplified Web Access Graph 
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                                                                  Table 1: Link Data Set 
 

 
The weights are calculated for out-links of pages and ranks are 
computed by taking back-links into account.Calculation of 
Visits (hits) of links: The hit count of every link is additionally 
hold on, that is set simply by count the distinct IP addresses 
visiting the page. The link_log contains knowledge all regard-
ing the page URLs, their hyperlinks and total hit count of 
every address. The count of visits gathered in link_log is com-
puted from the second log referred to as access_log, it's the 
format of the NCSA Combined Log Format. By process the 
access_log and count the distinct IP addresses or User_Ids 
visiting the address & stored in link_log.Calculation of Rank 
Score: The search engines index most of the pages data as spo-
radically accessing from completely different internet servers 
databases by the online crawlers at the time of crawling. The 
operating of crawlers for PRLV is to fetch the pages in addi-
tion it access data as their hit counts hold on in link_logs and 
sent to the PRLV Calculator. Each link within the crawled web 
graph is assigned a weight, indicating its likelihood of being 
visited by the users. Thus, ranking is propagated iteratively 
through back coupled pages. Some terminologies used are: 
 
Outbound link, a page p contains n hyperlinks in it and the 
set of outbound link is expressed by: O(p)= { o1, o2,…on 
},where  every oi is a web page  which can be accessed from 
web page p. 
 
Inbound Link to page p is a set B of m inbound links if: B= { 
b1, b2,…bm}where  each bi is a web page from which web page 
p can be accessed . 
 
Probability-Weight of Link - For a web page p O(p) is a out-
bound hyper link set where every outbound hyper link is as-
sociated a integer value Visit Count (VC).Then the weight for 
link between p and o web pages is given by eq.(6). 

𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑙𝑖𝑛𝑘    𝑝, 𝑜 =  
𝑉𝐶(𝑝, 𝑜)

 𝑉𝐶 (𝑝, 𝑜)𝑜  ∈𝑂(𝑝)

                  (6) 

  
 

 
Page Rank based on Link Visits (PRLV), If p is a page having 
inbound-linked pages in set B(p), then the rank (PRLV) is giv-
en by eq. (7): 

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝑝 =  1 − 𝑑 +  𝑑  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝑏 .𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑙𝑖𝑛𝑘
𝑏∈𝐵 𝑝 

 𝑏,𝑝     (7) 

Where d is that the damping factor as is employed in Page-
Rank, Weightlink (.) is that the weight of the link. The PRLVcal-
culates the ranks of the pages with the assistance of know-
ledge gathered from internet crawler and passes these values 
to the net crawler. 

2.4 Web Page Ranking using Link Attributes 

Suppose that a user surfing the Web randomly and user is 
in a page, with certain probability. Ricardo [4] gives a variant 
WLRank assigns the ranking value R(i) to page I using the 
following eq. (8).        

             

Table 2: Coding for nodes of figure 2 
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  Table 3: Iterative Calculation for PageRank 

 

𝑅 𝑖 =
𝑞

𝑇
+  1 − 𝑞  

𝑊 𝑗,𝑘 𝑅 𝑗 

 𝑊 𝑗,𝑘 𝑘
𝑗

                               (8) 

where T is the total number of pages, q is the probability 
(damping factor) of leaving page p and 

 
W( j, i )  =  L( j, i ) (c + T( j, i ) + AL( j, i ) + RP( j, i ))    (9) 
 
where given a link from page j to page i we have: 
 L( j, i ) is 1 if the link exists, or 0 otherwise, and c is a 

constant that gives a base weight to every link, 
 T( j, i ) is a value that depends on the tag where the 

link is inserted, 
 AL( j, i ) is the length of the anchor text of the link di-

vided by a constant d that depends that estimates the 
average anchor text length in characters, and 

 RP( j, i ) is the relative position of the link in the page 
weighted by a constant b. 
                   

 T(j, i) could also be a sequence of constants reckoning on 
the tag where the link is, if the link is inside a < h1> tag, a high 
T(j, i) worth is appointed and slightly less for < h2>, etc. The 
term AL( j, i ) offers lots of value to links where the creator 
explained in further detail what net resource is being con-
nected. RP( j, i ) offers lots of weight to links that area unit at 
the beginning of the page rather that at the last of the page. 

 

2.5 Time Rank: Based on visiting time 

The Time Rank model [5] is generated by causing time primar-

ily based visiting model. If the page content is related to key-

words of user query then the user can remain page for a pro-

tracted amount, the opposite user can leave quickly giving 

short visiting time to the page. In Time Rank, every page has 

n-ranking scores that relies on n-number of topic, thus area 

unit TSPR(i) ,which is calculated offline. Next the user’s key-

words submitted in query area unit matched against the quan 

 

 

tity of topics. The relative chance between questions alphabet-

ic character and topic i is usually recommended on the pre-

mise of theorem theorem [6] as in eq. (12) 

 

 Pr   T i   q       =  
Pr q,T i  

Pr q 
                    (10) 

  

   =
Pr 𝑇 𝑖  ∗ Pr(𝑞  𝑇(𝑖))

Pr(𝑞)
                             (11) 

                         

       ≈ Pr 𝑇 𝑖  ∗ Pr 𝑞   𝑇 𝑖                                (12) 

 

Ti                     is the topic i of each page. 

Pr ( T(i) )       means the proportion of pages related                         

                            to topic i in the whole pages set. 

Pr ( Ti | q)    means the probability of the query q  

                            belonging to topic i. 

 

 

The topic sensitive page rank used in the Time Rank is given 

by  

𝑇𝑃𝑆𝑅𝑡  𝑗 = 𝛼 
𝑇𝑆𝑃𝑅(𝑖)

 𝐹𝑖  
𝑖∈𝐵

+  1 − 𝛼 .𝐸𝑡 𝑖            (13) 

Single jump probability 1/n is replaced by Et = {E(1), 

E(2)............. E(n)}, n is the no. of topics.  

 

E(i) =  
1/nt  

0
  

Where nt  number of pages related to topic. 

   

There are unit n TSPR scores related to topics .It is calculated 

statically offline. When some period of search engines the time 

vector associated with topics for each page will be calculated  
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Table 4: Iterative Calculation for Weighted PageRank 

 

 

and thence every page is allotted as page rank supported time 

visited as in eq (14). 

 

𝑇𝐼𝑀𝐸𝑃𝑅𝑡 𝑗 = 𝑇𝑆𝑃𝑅𝑡 𝑗 ∗ 𝑇 𝑡                (14) 

 

Where time vector Tv = {T(1), T(2), 

.................................................T(n)} 

T( i ) - user’s total visiting time of a page related to topic i. 

Time rank means that irrespective of similarity of similar link 

structure of two web pages,  the page having longer visited 

time gets the high score. 

3 EXPERIMENT 

To compare the different page ranking algorithms we simulate 
the working of these algorithms for the same we have carried 
out the following activities. 
a) Generate a website with rich hyperlink structure so that 

different page rank could be calculated for this web site 
and then they may be compared on the basis of their 
working. 

b) A web access graph is constructed which reflects he struc-
ture and connections of different web pages as shown in 
Figure 1. 

c) For different links a data set is generated showing the 
URLs, Outgoing URLs, Keywords, frequency of key-
words, relevancy as shown in Table 1. 

d) Convert it in easy understanding simplified web graph as 
Figure 2 on basis of coding for nodes shown in table 2 se-
lecting a partial graph for calculations as shown in Fig. 3. 

e) Calculating different page rankings for it using iterative 
method. 

f) Evaluating the results and give the empirical analysis of 
these algorithms 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The PageRank values of pages in figure 3 calculated by eq. (1) 
Using d = .85. 

 

         𝑃𝑅 𝐶 = .25 + .85 ∗  𝑃𝑅 𝐽 + 𝑃𝑅 𝐾 + 𝑃𝑅 𝐿        +

                                𝑃𝑅𝑀       

     
𝑃𝑅 𝐹 = .25 + .85 ∗ (𝑃𝑅 𝐶 /2)              
 

𝑃𝑅 𝐺 = .25 + .85 ∗ (𝑃𝑅 𝐶 /2)              
 

𝑃𝑅 𝐻 = .25 + .85 ∗ (𝑃𝑅 𝐺 /2)              
 

               𝑃𝑅 𝐼 = .25 + .85 ∗ (𝑃𝑅 𝐺 /2)                           
 

 𝑃𝑅 𝐽 = .25 + .85 ∗ (𝑃𝑅 𝐻 /3)              
 

 𝑃𝑅 𝐾 = .25 + .85 ∗    
𝑃𝑅 𝐻 

3
+

𝑃𝑅 𝐼 

3
    

 

  𝑃𝑅 𝐿 = .25 + .85 ∗ (   
𝑃𝑅 𝐻 

3
+
𝑃𝑅 𝐼 

3
    )                      

     

𝑃𝑅 𝑀 = .25 + .85 ∗  
𝑃𝑅 𝐼 

3
        

                
On the basis of the above equations the pagerank is calculated 

using iteration as shown in Table 3. 
The calculation of Weighted PageRank algorithm for the web 
graph of Figure 3 calculated on the basis of eq. 2, 3, & 4 is as 
follows – 
 
𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐶 = .25 + .85 ∗ (𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐽 + 𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐾 + 𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐿        

+ 𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝑀 ) 

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐹 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐶 ∗
1

2
∗

1

3
    )              
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   Table 5: Iterative Calculation for PRLV 

 

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐺 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐶 ∗
1

2
∗

2

3
   )              

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐻 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐺 ∗
1

2
∗

1

2
  )              

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐼 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐺 ∗
1

2
∗

1

2
  )                  

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐽 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐻 ∗
1

3
∗

1

5
   )                 

 

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐾 = .25 + .85 ∗ (   𝑊𝑃𝑅(𝐻) ∗
2

5
∗

1

3
+  𝑊𝑃𝑅(𝐼) ∗

2

5
∗

1

3
   )              

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐿 = .25 + .85 ∗ (   𝑊𝑃𝑅(𝐻) ∗
2

5
∗

1

3
+  𝑊𝑃𝑅(𝐼) ∗

2

5

∗
1

3
   )              

𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝑀 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑊𝑃𝑅 𝐼 ∗
1

3
∗

1

5
   )              

 

On the basis of the above equations the Weighted PageRank is 
calculated using iteration as shown in Table 4. 
 
The calculation of PRLV algorithm for the web graph of Figure 
3 calculated on the basis of eq. 6 & 7 is as follows – 

 

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐶 = .25 + .85 ∗ (𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐽 + 𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐾 + 𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐿    

+ 𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝑀 ) 

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐹 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐶 ∗
12

50
   )              

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐺 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐶 ∗
38

50
   )              

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐻 = .25 + .85 ∗    𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐺 ∗
5

18
                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐼 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐺 ∗
13

18
  )              

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐽 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐻 ∗
2

9
   )              

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐾 = .25 + .85 ∗ (   𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉(𝐻) ∗
5

9
+  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉(𝐼) ∗

4

12
   )              

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐿 = .25 + .85 ∗ (   𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉(𝐻) ∗
2

9
+  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉(𝐼) ∗

4

12
   )              

𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝑀 = .25 + .85 ∗ (  𝑃𝑅𝐿𝑉 𝐼 ∗
4

12
   )              

 
Table 6: Hit Count Data 
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Table 7: The Number of Relevant Pages and Relevance Value 
for Query IIMT 

 
 

Table 8: The Number of Relevant Pages and Relevance Value 
for Query Student 

 
 

Figure 4: Number of Relevant Pages Verses Page Set for Query 
IIMT 

 

Figure 5: Number of Relevant Pages Verses Page Set for                
Query   Student  

 

On the basis of the above equations the PRLV is calculated 
using iteration as shown in Table 5 and  the hit count of a web 
site IIMT made for simulation is calculated as shown in Table 
6. 

4 OUTCOME OF COMPARISON OF VARIOUS      WEB 

PAGERANKING BASED ALGORTHMS 

The query of topics ―IIMT‖ and ―Students‖ are used for 
evaluation of the PageRank, Weighted PageRank and PRLV. 
The comparison is done on the basis of number of relevance 
pages for both query and Relevance values calculated indicat-
ing the importance of order of web pages generated through 
different algorithms for this the column charts and line charts 
are used.In the result of query for IIMT and Student the num-
ber of relevant pages are been counted from the set of pages. 
The sets are constructed from the query results as first three 
pages, six pages and nine pages. The relevancy values are cal-
culated using relevancy equation [2], and values along with 
the position of page in the result list which is sorted on the 
basis of different page rank.  

 
As per the result shown in Table 7, 8  the Weighted PageRank 
and PRLV both gives similar number of relevant pages in each 
set which is greater than number of relevant pages generated 
in some set through PageRank for both the query IIMT and 
Student as shown in Figure 4, 5. The relevancy which is shown 
by relevance value [2], of pages in result set of Weighted Pag-
eRank is better than PageRank and relevancy of pages in re-
sult set of PRLV is better than Weighted PageRank in some 
cases as shown in Figure 6, 7. If the size of page set increased, 
the resultant relevancy value for Weighted PageRank and 
PRLV is almost similar. 

5 CONCLUSION AND FUTURE SCOPE 

This paper gives the working of different page ranking algo-

rithms used to retrieve the relevant pages through search engines. 

The centre of attraction is the comparative analysis based on em-

pirical study which shows importance of different ranking algo-

rithms for the web pages. As well as the attention is drawn to-

wards the relevance calculation of different page ranking algo-

rithms through the simulation.  

 

The result shows that when the size of page set to be searched 

is small the PRLV is best out of PageRank, Weighted PageRank 

and PRLV but if the size of page set to be searched is large the 

performance is similar.These results can be considered to gen-

erate a new algorithm in future to eliminate the problems and 

enhance the working of ranking algorithm to get the better 

relevant results. 
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Figure 6: Relevance Verses Page Set for Query IIMT 

 

 

Figure 7: Relevance Verses Page Set for Query Student 
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